sepsis, which continues to be a major cause of neonatal morbidity and mortality, has recently emerged as a national public-health concern. Several professional organizations have published specific recommendations regarding the identification and subsequent treatment of GBS genital colonization in expectant women. In 1992, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended universal screening of all pregnant women with rectovaginal cultures at 26-28 weeks gestation and intrapartum chemoprophylaxis of women with conditions that place their neonates at "high risk" for early-onset sepsis such as preterm delivery, prolonged rupture of the membranes, intrapartum fever, or a previous child afflicted with earlyonset disease. In contrast, the American College of mended empiric treatment 
